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to said vibration forceWement, thereby allowing individual adjustment and positioning of said 

15 filament assembly for Contacting the tympanic membrane and imparting audible vibrations 

16 without exerting static fences thereto. 

41. (Twice Aniended) A canal hearing device adapted for directly contacting the 
j/mpanic membrane and unparting audible vibrations thereto, comprising; 

(a) a floating vibrational filament assembly for contacting the tympanic membrane 
at its medial end, 

(b) a stationary vibration force element positioned in the ear canal at a distance from 
the tympanic membrane and opeVably associated with said vibrational filament assembly, 

said vibrational filament assembly being dynamically coupled to said vibration force 

8 element so as to be statically floatin&relative thereto and responsive to dynamic forces imparted 

9 by said vibration force element on saidtfilament assembly for movement freely within an operable 

10 range in at least one degree of freedom with respect to said vibration force element, thereby 

1 1 allowing individual adjustment and positioning of said vibrational filament assembly for 

1 2 contacting the tympanic membrane and imparting audible vibrations without exerting essential ly 

13 any static forces thereto. 

83. (Twice Amended) A hearing device constructed and adapted to fit and be worn 
ithin the ear canal of a human subject for imparting audible vibrations to the tympanic 
membrane of the subject, comprising: 

4 1 a microphone for receiving the incoming signals representative of audio signals and 

5 converting them to electrical sig 

6 an amplifier for processing anil amplifying the electrical signal output of the microphone; 

7 a vibration force element responsive to said amplified signals for conversion thereof to 

8 dynamic forces representative of said incoming signals; and 

9 a vibrational filament assembly dynamically coupled to said vibration force element and 
1 0 responsive to said dynamic forces impartedW said vibration force element, 
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said vibrational filament assembly being essentially free floating within an operable range 
in at least one degreeW freedom with respect to said vibration force element, thereby allowing 

1 3 individual adjustment and positioning of said vibrational filament assembly for contacting the 

1 4 tympanic membrane and imparting audible vibrations without exerting essentially any static 

15 forces thereto . — . 



85. (Amendecto A method of imparting audible vibrations on the tympanic membrane 
of an individual comprising the steps of: 

(a) attaching tf^ vibratory filament assembly at its medial end to the tympanic 
membrane; and 

(b) dynamically cok>ling said vibratory filament assembly to a vibration force element 
so that said vibrational filament assembly is essentially free floating within an operable range, in 
at least one degree of motion fte^om, with respect to said vibration force element to allow 
individual adjustment and positioning of said vibrational filament assembly for contacting the 
tympanic membrane; and 

(c) imparting mechanical vibrations representative of audio signals on the lateral end 
of said vibratory filament assembly by m^ans of said vibration force clement so as to impart 
audible vibrations to the tympanic membrane without exerting essentially any static forces 
thereon* 
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C^Rcel claims 82 and 94, without prejudice to refiling thereof in a continuation 
application. 


REMARKS 

The status of the claims is as follows. Claims 1 ? 3, 9, 13, 20-22, 24-25, 30, 34-36, 41 -83, 
85 and R7-89 stand rejected under the judicially created doctrine of obviousness-type double 
patenting, allegedly as being unpatentable over claims 1-3, 13-17, 23, 28, 38-41, 44, 46, 47, 68 
and 77 of U.S. Patent No, (US) 6,137,889 to Shennib et al (Shcnnib 4 889). Claims 1 , 3-9, 13-16, 
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